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Programme 
16:45 - 17:05 Giorgio Testanera (London, United Kingdom): History in the Making - From Basic 

Competencies to Higher Education 
 
17:05 - 17:25 Luisa Roldão Pereira (Maidstone, United Kingdom): NMTs Higher Education in Europe 
 
17:25 - 17:45 Andrea Santos (Lisbon, Portugal): EQF7 for NMTs Document - An Overview 
 
17:45 - 18:15    Agata Pietrzak (Poznan, Poland): Interactive Survey  
 
 
Educational Objectives  
1. Provide the audience with a historical overview about Nuclear Medicine Technologist’s (NMTs) 

competencies  
2. Explain the process for creating EQF6 and the bridge to EQF7 
3. Overview of the offer of higher education in Europe and the needs of NMTs. 
4. Analyse the potential for career progression and professional development connected with the 

higher education offer. 
5. Discuss the scope of practice of the new document and highlight the main features 
6. Explain the structure of KSC tables with examples of main the topics 
7. Engage with the audience in an interactive survey on NMTs Higher education and discussion. 
 
Summary  
Nuclear Medicine Technologist (NMT) is a healthcare professional dedicated to nuclear medicine field. A 
NMT is defined by the EANM and IAEA as a health care professional who is able to undertake the whole 
range of nuclear medicine procedures. He/she is part of a team of healthcare specialists which may 
include physicians, physicists, radiochemists, radiopharmacists, other clinical scientists, nurses and 
others who support and care for the patient during diagnostic and therapeutic procedures, under the 
direction of a nuclear medicine physician. (1) 

The competencies of this professional have been discussed worldwide since many years ago. In Europe, 
this continuous discussion that published the first document in 1998 (2), led to the establishment of the 
European Qualification Framework, level 6 in 2017 (3). The document was meant to harmonize the 
entry level competencies that are the baseline for the professional practice of a NMT.  



 

From these premises, EANM Technologist Committee moved forward, presenting a new paper (EQF7) to 
tackle the potential for NMTs to access higher education and how this can help career progression. The 
new document uses a similar structure (KSC tables) and underwent a similar meticulous confrontation 
with work from sister society and EANM internal revision. 

In this session, a historical overview will be given to provide the audience with the evolution of NMTs 
competencies and related documents to identify the importance of the daily work in all aspects of 
Nuclear Medicine and the evolution of their practice. It will also discuss which opportunities actually 
exists for NMTs to get into higher education, advancing their practice and career without losing their 
identity. The talks will not only focus on history and existing realities, but will move further in analyzing 
the real needs and the potential of growth in the near future in the innovative fields of Nuclear 
Medicine, like theranostics, radiomics, hybrid imaging and Artificial intelligence.  

Additionally, the session will include an insight on the UK experience of advanced practice which will 
illustrate the previous spoken concepts. The involvement of NMT in Radionuclide Therapy in Europe as 
well as in the research area, are topics that will be covered. 

This round table will count with an interactive moment, that aims to provide discussion of this topic and 
collect the audience’s opinions and experiences. 

(1) IAEA. International Atomic Energy Agency: Nuclear medicine resources manual. Vienna; 2006 
(2) EANM. Competencies for the European Nuclear Medicine Technologist; 1998. http://www.eanm.org/content-

eanm/uploads/2017/02/Entry-Level-Competencies.pdf 
(3) EANM. Benchmark Document on Nuclear Medicine Technologists’ Competencies, version 1.0. 

https://www.eanm.org/content-eanm/uploads/2016/11/EANM_2017_TC_Benchmark.pdf 
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